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FROM THE EDITOR'’S
WORK BENCH

The Mountain Moves

A vote, among the 3,000 members of the Republican
County Committee of Kings County, (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
has been conducted under orders from County Leader
Steinbrink to determine the opinion of his subordinates
The vote will be an-
Unofheially the vote stands, 306
for Prohibition Enforcement and 2,660 for Modifica-

on the question of Prohibition.
nounced May 15th.
tion or Repeal of Prohibition. This is a ratio of mare

than 8 to 1 against Prohibition.

Arnticipating that Brooklyn voters have no svm-
pathy for Prohibition, Leader Steinbrink has. already
appointed ex-Judge Reuben .. Haskell as Chairman
of the Public Relations Committee of the Republican
Party in Kings County.. Judge Haskell, running as an
anti-Prohibitionist, was elected there, in a county
The

vote now bemng tabulated 15 astonishing m its repudia-

which 15, now, normally, Democratic hy 75,000.
tion of Prohibition, since most of the Committee is
composed of FFederal office holders, appomted under
Mr.

political family 1s so opposed to Prohibition it will be

President Hoover's orders. If Hoover's own

not long before the entire political unit will present
Mr. Hoover with the Prohibition Mountain and say—
“Keep it, we do not want it.” I Mahomet will not go

to the mountain, the mountain will be brought to

L]

Mahomet. |

!
-
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THE SITUATION

The Williamson Bill, transferring Prohibition en-
forcement from the Treasury Department to the
Department of Justice, is slated for adoption as soon
as several small changes are made regarding with-
drawals of alcohol and the possible retention of Civil
Service operatives, who, it is felt should receive con-
sideration and not be left jobless.

As pointed out by us, should the Treasury Depart-
ment still control alcohol permits it will be just a
question how much of the alecohol which gets into
bootleg channels can be retrieved by the Department
of Justice. Several important interests will ght the
purposed legislation and it is not a sure thing that the
Williamson Bill will pass unless radically amended.
Declaring that physicians were obliged to violate the
law limiting prescription of medicinal whiskey to one
pint within ten days and asserting that if the William-
son Bill would be passed this practice would be ex-
panded, the Society of Medical Jurisprudence at the
Academy of Medicine, 5th avenue and 103rd street,
New York City, May 12th, adopted a resolution to
advocate the amending of the Volstead Act to permit a
physician to prescribe medicinal liquor without the
restriction thereon imposed by the Volstead Act.

Claiming that the U. S. government, through the
Treasury Department, is responsible for the epidemic
of partial paralysis sweeping the southern states by
partaking of “sub-standard” Jamaica ginger extract,
health authorities of those states are circulating a peti-
tion asking for the removal of Dr. James M. Doran
through whom permits are issued as Commissioner of
Prohibition.

Declaring that it was impossible to enforce Prohibi
tion under the political pressure which “protected”
favored ones, William J. Calhoun, 16th Prohibition
Administrator for New Jersey, resigned and his resig-
nation was accepted, although he resigned, unofheially
six weeks ago.

U. S. Chamber of Commerce reports for the first
three months of 1930 that exports for that period
showed a decrease of 20%, on the average, and almost
509 in automobiles and other specialties. This, coupled
with reports of reprisals against the proposed high
tariff on the part of foreign nations is causing much
concern in official Washington. U. 5. newspapers are
beginning to explain how much will be taken from the
people here, directly and indirectly and a group of lead-
ing economists has pointed out that the proposed tariff
should be cut drastically or not passed at all. Politicians
opposed to the administration are jubilant at the turn
of affairs and are predicting a Democratic Congress
this fall.

Passenger railroad revenues are the lowest in eight
vears and general business is nothing to boast about.
Even boosters for the administration admit that busi-
ness is not good, contending, however it should not be
justifiably compared with 1929, a period of high in-
flation.

President Hoover has asked Congress for an ap-
propriation of $250,000 to continue the work of the
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Wickersham Commission and it is believed that the
new regulations regarding Prohibition enforcement
will be able to be put into effect by the beginning of the
new fscal year, July 1st, 1930.

Exceptionally warm weather has furnished a stimu-
lus to beverage manufacturers and many are reporting
record sales. The industry is handicapped by the un-
certainties of what the tariff will be on sugar, cork and
other commodities which are imported.

Congressional inquiries into political activities of the
Fdrys” and “wets"” are almost ended and it is rumored
that a very important announcement will be made just
as soon as the Congressional Committees deliver their
reports, if any. The announcement is of vital import-
tance to brewers, and, we believe will be the means of
bringing about the legalization of beer brewing.

U. S. Senate, May 14th, passed the Williamson Bill
without roll call. An amendment, introduced by
Senator Tydings (Dem., Maryland), to prohibit the
poisoning of industrial alcohol was defeated by a vote
of 54 to 19. Senator Hebert, (Rep., Rhode Island), in
charge of the Bill in the Senate, approved of the amend-
ment but pointed out that it had no part in the Act
transferring Prohibition enforcement from the Treas-
ury Department to the Department of Justice. Thus
both department will have jurisdiction, dually, over
withdrawals of alecohol and it would not be surprising
if double the quantity of industrial alcohol would b2
released under permit. It may be necessary to revise
the standards of tolerance of industrial alcohol so that
it may read—"“Two Pints Make One Cavort.”
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NEW JERSEY PRIMARIES

Primar_‘,' election in New Jersey will be held June
17th, for candidates for United States Senator. Can-
thdates for the Republican nomination are, Dwight W,
Morrow, U. S. Ambassador to Mexico; former United
States Senator Joseph S. Frelinghuysen and Represen
tative Franklin Fort.

Mr. Morrow favors Repeal of the 18th Amendment
and State supervision of the dispensation of liquor.
Senator Frelinghuysen has repudiated the Prohibition
]ﬂ"-'r'ﬁ.‘ although he voted for the 18th Amendment and
the Volstead Act during his senatorial term. Represen-
tative Fort is for the continuance of Prohibition en-
fﬂl‘tenmnt, although he has pointed out that it 1s not
illegal to manufacture “Home-Brew.” Mr. Morrow
Should receive the Republican nomination.

Democratic candidates are Alexander Simpson, for
SiX-year term and Miss Thelma Parkinson for short
term,

Frank 1.. Kramer, Chief of Police of East Orange is
Fﬂl-"ﬂh“tﬂll candidate to succeed Mr. Fort. Mr. Kramer
'S a former international champion bicycle rider and
Wil run as a “dry.” (“Home-Brew” opinion, not
kT'IDWI]'}. He will he ”'F':l_‘.lusm_"f ]1} {:h::’ll'lfﬁ P. Chadwick
of Newark and Joseph C. Cassini of East Orange, both
‘Wets.” Daniel J. Minahan will run for the Demacratic
Tomination. Mr. Minihan, who formerly represented
the district (Oth Congressional, New Jersey) is opposed
to Prohibition.

On May 19th, Messrs. Frelinghuysen and Fort
declared that they would run only on the long term
ticket, six vears, thus insuring the nomination of
Mr. Morrow on the short term, he being candidate for
both terms.

Messrs. Morrow and Frelinghuysen agree that Pro-
hibition has not be successful, whereas Mr. Fort con-
tends that Prohibition has been a success.

+

PENNSYLVANIA PRIMARIES

In the primaries held in Pennsylvania, May 20th,
for Republican candidates, U. S. Secretary of Labor,

. Davis won the nomination for U. S. Senator,
HWamping’ his opponent, U, 5. Senator Grundy, in-
fumbent, The vote for Governorship nomination was
Yery close, and, at this writing the result 1s still in
douhy between ex-Governor Pinchot and F. 5. Brown.
_ The “wet" vote was surprisingly large, for with only
TU% of the vote tabulated, Professor Bohlen, “wet,”
Mdependent candidate for Senator and his running
Mate, Mr. Phillips had received over 290,000 votes
fach, Mr. Phillips carried the city of Erie and in Phila-
delphia the “wet” vote cut deeply into the organization
Yote of the regular Republican candidate, Mr. Brown,
“h“HdE]phial‘ls went to the polls with the slogan—
What the country needs is a good glass of 5 cent
hf!er." Mr. Brown advocated a Referendum on Prohi-
bition, Mr. Pinchot is “dry"” and Mr. Phillips advocated
€peal of the 18th Amendment, these were candidates
“I' the Governorship, For Senatorial toga, Senator

fundy was “dry,” Secretary Davis, a non-committal

— =

—_—— - —

on Prohibition and Professor Bohlen advocated Repeal
of the 18th Amendment,

In Erie, first returns gave Mr. Phillips more votes
than his two opponents combined. Professor Bohlen
Secretary his victory and
declared that should ex-Governor Pinchot win the
gubernatorial nomination, supporters of the “wet”
ticket would organmze to oppose his election. He said,
“We (the ‘wets’) made a remarkable showing with an

congratulated Davis on

amateur organization and we will keep our forces in-
tact so that the voters of Pennsylvania will always be
enabled to express their conviction on the Prohibition
This work will be continued until we have
effected the Repeal of the Prohibition laws.”

+

NEW ORGANIZATION TO FIGHT DRY LAW

With a declaration that “America’s greatest political
menace lies in a supergovernment by fanatical minor-
ities,” a new national organization has been launched
in Chicago, 111, with the avowed purpose of fighting
Volsteadism, the Anti-Saloon League and “organized
intolerance.” Its president is Stephen A, Day.

Mr. Day who lives in Evanston, is a son of the late
William R. Day, justice of the United States Supreme
Court for many years and Secretary of State in the
McKinley Cabinet. He announced the purposes of the
new league as follows:

“To restore liberty to thé people by repeal of Vol-
steadism.

“T'o oppose the dictation of the Anti-Saloon League.

“To fight corruption in every form.

“To fight intolerance.

“Against American membership in the League of
Nations,

“Against Socialism and Communism.”

+

REPUBLICANS REPUDIATE PROHIBITION

Kings County (Brooklyn, N. Y.) Republican Com-
mittee, official vote on Prohibition, announced May
15th, was, For Enforcement, 230: For Modification, 496
and For Repeal, 1,116, There are 2,913 members of the
Committee and 2,940 bhallots were sent out. of which
1,842 were returned, voting as tabulated above.

1SSUCS,

New York State Senator George Fearon, Svracuse,
N. Y., has come out, unqualifiedly, for Repeal of Pro-
hibition and his announcement is looked upon as his
bid for the candidacy for Governor on the Republican
ticket. Senator Fearon is the leading Republican up
State and his stand was published several weeks hefore
the Kings County Republicans (May 15th) advocated
the naming of a candidate opposed to Prohibition and
in favor of a liberal candidate, averring that only such
a plattorm could win success for the ticket at the com-
ing election,

Literary Digest (Final Poll) May 24th.
BOr Boforestieng ). & it i e ab et 1,464,008
ot Modification’ /. vn .l et deie onsn el o314
For Repeal of 18th Amendment . ........ 1,943,052
Only five States show positive vote for continued en-
forcement.,
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CALIFORNIA LETTER

By Our Special Correspondent

campaign in California has been
formally launched and while the several candidates for
Governor are keeping away from the wet and dry
question this has already become an issue in the cam-
paign without any statements on their part. Governor
C. C. Young has not announced his candidacy, but is
making a series of public appearances which amount
to the same thing as a campaign. Buron Fitts, district
attorney of Los Angeles, has been in the race for some
time, and now Mavor James Rolph, Jr., of San
Francisco, has entered the lists. Both Governor Young
and Buron Fitts are listed as bone drys, while Mayor
Rolph is known as a liberal and will have the support
of men and women opposed to sham and hypocrisy.
The latter, famous for his good nature and diplomacy,
won new laurels on the occasion of the recent inter-
national demonstration of unemploved. In contrast
to the violence, riots and arrests which occurred at
Los Angeles and other large cities, the unemployed
were permitted to parade and marched to the City
Hall with an escort of police. Here they found a plat-
form erected for their use and were allowed to talk as
much as they wished. The Governor, Mayor and Los
Angeles District Attorney are seeking the Republican
nomination for the Governorship and so far other par-
ties have not put forward any candidates.

The political

Deaths from bootleg liquor in Califormia passed the
two hundred mark in 1929 for the first
Prohibition went into effect. Official hgures released
by the State Board of Health place deaths from alco-
holism last year at two hundred and two. In 1920
these were listed at thirty-seven and in the following
vear mounted to sixty-nine. Since then there has been
a steady increase, with the exception of 1925, when
deaths dropped to one hundred and forty-six, from the
previous year's total of one hundred and sixty-one.
During a decade of dryness in California, according to
the official figures of the State Board of Health, there
has been a total of 1480 deaths from alcoholism.

time  since

Fred G. Clark. commander-in-chief of the Crusaders,
an organization launched in Cleveland, O, early in the
year and made up of young men opposed to Prohibi-
tion, was a visitor at San Francisco early in April to
organize a battalion of the Crusaders in the Greater
San Francisco field. Headquarters were established at
the offices of the Women's Organization for National
Prohibition Reform, 240 Stockton street, and talks
were made before manyv leading clubs. Mr. Clark
declared that the movement had assumed large propor-
tions in the East and Middle West and predicted that
the organization would have a membership of at least
half a million by the end of April. He said that the
appeal was being centered largely on the voung men
who were too voung to vote when Prohibition was
made a law, or who were abroad in the service of their
country at the time. “The undertaking of the
Crusaders is neither ‘wet’ or a ‘dry’ mavement,” he
said. “It enlists adherents of both viewpoints who
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believe present conditions are intolerable. We believe
that the Prohibition of liquor is wrong in principle and
impossible in practice, and that control by Government
regulation, State or National, is the solution of the
problem.”

California brewers and pioneers learned with regret
recently of plans for razing the old Mountain Brewery
in the historic town of Placerville, one of the last links
of the era of the gold rush. From 1852 until National
Prohibition closed its doors, the Mountain Brewery
operated steadily. The steam beer brewed here at-
tained national reputation, winning the gold medal and
first award at both the Columbian Exposition at
Chicago in 1893 and the St. Louis World's Fair of 1904.
The attention of the medical profession and the United
States Bureau of Health was attracted to the amber
brew produced here with the result that the United
States Health Bulletin of July 2, 1902, when the plant
was fifty years old, had this to say: “The purest and
hest beer (in the United States) is that from the Giben-

“hain Brothers' Brewery at Placerville, Cal.” With the

advent of Prohibition attempts were made to operate
a portion of the place as a soft drink establishment, but
the near beer and soda water served lacked the draw-
Old-timers who
once gathered under the oak trees in the yard to blow
foam from the “purest and best brew in the United
States” would have nothing to do with modern soft
drinks. For some time the building has been empty:
but the big sign “Mountain Brewery—Gibenhain
Brothers, Proprietors™ still looks down on Main street
where automobiles follow the tracks made by emigrant
wagons, Old timers hold that Placerville, the Hang"
town of the early hfties, and one of the most famous
mining camps of the West, has come upon evil days.

ing power of the early-day beverage.

Federal Prohibition agents recently paid a flying
visit to Salinas, Cal., and seized more than a thousand
hottles of beer and a quantity of bootleg liquor in three
ratds.

A small addition is being made to the plant of the
Golden West Brewing Company, Seventh and Kirk:
ham streets, Oakland, Cal.

An interesting feature in connection with the recent
convention of Utah bottlers at Salt Lake City, Utal,
was the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the
Denhalter Bottling Company of that city., Old-timers
told stories of the earlier days when delicious hrew
from pure mountain water formed the product of the
great plant, instead of the carbonated beverages of to-
day. The firm was founded 1n 1870, by the father of
(harles H. Denhalter, who now heads it. Anotherf
feature of the Utah gathering was the enlargement of
the association to take in Idaho and Wyoming and thf_
change of the name to that of the Tri-State Bottlers ol
Carbonated Beverages.

The Mount Whitney Corporation, whose hotthng
plant at ITanford, Cal., was destroyed by fire somé€
time ago, has arranged to build on a larger scale than
ever. This firm, an extensive bottler of carhonated

(Continued on page 119)






































































