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SLIDE #1:
open.

That is a picture of the desk in the office, with the lid

The desk is usually full, but there it seems to be empty.

SLIDE #2:

Now, this is a picture just outside the office door.

This is alot of supplies that were leaning up against the wall there.
It looks like it wasnlt worth anything but my Dad could always get
a piece of metal outta there to make. any repair that he needed and
the customer had mowing machine knives in . . . therels one mower
knife standing there that can be seen and it probably belonged to a
customer because my Dad didnlt have a mower like that.

There are

band saw blades hanging up on the wall for the band saw in the
basement.

I guess thatls about all for that one.
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This is the windowsill in the office looking sorta

northwest out over the cider press building.

The windowsill was a

very handy place to lay everything and there again there is alot of
material there than can be used in the office and an electric drill
and so forth is in the windowsill where it was handy to get ahold of
.' it and there is quite a few pieces there that are val uable to my Dad
but wouldn't be valuable to anybody else.
T:

Why were they valuable to your father?

C:

Because he could use them to make something out of them

whenever somebody needed something.

He could take a piece and

cut it down and machine it to make it do some other job it was not
intended to do.

SLIDE #4:

This slide here is (if I can figure this one out), this

one is in the desk, taken at a closer range.
open and this is taken .

The lid must still be

. . the cloth there that shows from

the center to the left of the picture that was the cloth that was
used to put around the customerls neck when held get a haircut
and up in the upper right there is books that had different
notations in that my Dad wrote in at different times.

There was

quite a bit of information in there that he would go to once in
awhile.

Well, he knew everything was in the desk, even up till the

day before he died, he knew where every piece was and where he
had put it.

If anybody moved it, he wanted it put right back in

the same place.
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Thatls in the office.

That's after the addition was added on to the office and it became
his hobby shop.

That is the lathe he bought from Philadelphia.

He had it shipped up here on the train.

That was before 1955

when the railroad went out of business.

Now there's alot of things

hanging up there behind the lathe on the side of the office, but it
doesn't look like much hanging there but he knew every piece was
there and the different times he used it there.
the lathe is alot of things.

Down underneath

Therels attachments made there for the

lathe that he made himself and he put . . . well, with havin ' a fire
in there in the winter time, it was warm and he put many hours in
there making different little things on that lathe.
T:

When was the office expanded?

C:

It was probably about 145 to 150 when the office was expanded

and you can see there on the wall where the new lumber is and the
glass starts.
all.

Before that, there were no windows on that side at

The windows were added to close it up and at the same time

you could see what was going on in the mill.

SLIDE #6:

Now this is the workbench in the office.

That little

grinder, on the extreme right, at one time was down in the
basement and was operated (inaudible) powered by the waterwheel.
He had two grinders in the basement and they were both operated
by the waterwheel but later on he didn't have the heavy grinding
and he bought this lighter emery stand up here and put it on the
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bench, added the bench there, and of course quite a few tools and
alot of tools underneath there on the shelf.
T:

Anything special about any of those tools?

C:

Well, I don1t know if there1s just anything special.

all special.

He needed all of them at some time when he would be

working in there.
is

and

They were

At the extreme right, underneath the grinder,

---

of all sizes and if he wanted to hammer on the

bench, there1s a short piece of railroad rail there that would act as
an anvil and didn1t vibrate the bench,and in back of the bench
there, between the stone wall and the bench, was where he kept
alot of different kind of pliers and so forth that he
needed--screwdrivers and so forth.

There you can see two oil cans

and allen wrenches there, which he needed, so I think that covers
that pretty well.

SLI DE #7:

Everything was useful there.

This is the door to the office and it1s open.

There1s

his cap and apron hanging there on a nail and a picture there of
different . . .
. I can see it.

I don1t remember just what that picture
It was a woman and a daughter but it was like

mother and daughter both dressed exactly the same.

On the top

was an advertisement for International riding lawn mowers.

The old

wooden latch can be seen there on the office door which held the
door closed for a number of years and is still in operation, and
behind the door can be seen some of the

there is one big

pipe sock(?) to cut threads on pipe, and there1s alot of stock
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behind the door there that can be used at some future time.

It's

in storage now.

SLIDE #8:

This is the other side of the office door.

almost over to the addition.
right.

Now then it's

It shows the sash on the extreme

Now then if you would look about the center of the picture,

there's the shingle with two holes in it.

That was a shingle that

was used to bag up feed when we came here in 1919.

You could

only get a teaspoonful of feed at a time and it took a long time to
bag up a bag of feed but that's what was used and then the piece
right under it which looks something like an ox yoke, that is the
bag holder to hold the bag open so you can put the feed in.

Now

then, on up above that, painted red there, is a fire axe, which we
never needed to use, but it was there in case it was necessary to
use it and then if you come across slightly to the left, that's a
paddle off an old apple butter stirring . .
in an iron kettle.

. to stir apple butter

Now right directly under that is a

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ' which is tacked on the wall, and then if you go
on down and go over to the right there, there's a grease gun and
a kettle and also the end of a cross cut saw sticking up.
there's about everything there.

Well thats one piece where you bag

up the feed and the bag holder, that's really an antique.
storage now.

It's taken care of.

So ah,

It's in
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This is all the supplies up in back of the lathe on the
There is some milling cutters there, some spacer

washers, and down at the bottom there, you can see a couple of
lathe

-----

to turn a piece of steel in the lathe and there1s

fiber washers there which you would put in a valve if it leaks.
There1s quite a few items there that1s .

. well there1s nuts, a

few special nuts there that have special thread in them and I don1t
think there1s anything there that would be considered junk.

Alot

of people would think so but anybody that worked in a machine
shop would know what it was.

SLIDE #10:

Now this is the close-up of the work bench and there

you can see where all the pliers and all the screwdrivers and so
forth are stuck in behind the bench against the wall and there1s
braces hanging up.

One has a bit in it and the other has a

screwdriver in the brace and all that stuff if usable.
center gauge there on a square.

There1s a

There1s quite a few items there

that can be used in the shop and he used them including there1s
even a chain for a chain saw in almost the center of the picture.
There1s a little bit of everything there but he knew what it was
and he could use it.

All the way at the top on the right side is a

saw and a bracket saw and then right in the center
then is a small hacksaw with fine teeth on it which was used for
cutting small things or thin wall tubing.

So everything else was

used. I don1t think anything was in there that wasn1t necessary.
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Now this is higher up on the office wall.

I don't know

why they were taking this picture, as there isn't so much to see
here, but you can see the top of the other picture where the
hacksaw and the ______ saw and the bracket saw was all
hanging.

Maybe they were takin ' pictures of the girls on the

calendars, I don't know.

wouldn't like to say what they were

trying to get a picture of, but that's what it looks like.
T:

What about the picture of the sailing ship?

Do you know

anything about that one?
C:

Well, no, somebody gave that to my Dad and he put it up

there in the office where he could see it.

It was a nice picture

and it's still there, it's still there in the office.

SLIDE #12:

Here's the barber chair and there you can see the

desk right behind it and many a farmer around this community had
his hair cut there.

There was some people here that lived in the

neighborhood that had their first haircut there.

We had several

girls here that had their hair _____ there in years past and
my brother and I both learned to cut hair on that chair.

We cut

hair on my Dad, of course, to start with, but later on we were able
to cut customerls hair.

I don't know if it was just a profitable

business but it started out at 25 cents a haircut and then went to
50 cents and at the last, I believe, my Dad received a dollar.
Now, he didn't have a barber's license so he didn't specify any
charge for cutting hair.

People gave him what they thought it wa!:i
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When he started, he didn't need a license, and then it was

25 cents.

So later on, well, we had a few people come in that

wanted to get a haircut for a quarter when everybody else was
paying a dollar, so we gave them a little cool treatment and told
them they were behind the times.
"T:

Where did you get the barber chair?

C:

The barber chair came from, I believe, West Chester.

T:

Did you buy it from a barber going out of business or what?

C:

That's right.

Back during the Depression, and we hauled it

out here in the back end of a Model- T touring car and put it in the
mill and started off.
plain stool.

Before that, we used to cut hair on just a

You had to get people up high enough that you could

stand without havi ng to stoop over to work on them.
T:

How long did your father cut hair?

C:

Well, he was cutting hair back before I was born.

He was

cutting hair then before we even moved here but not so much as he
did after he got here because before he moved here, he was
foreman in Tompkins Graphite Mill up at Beyers and that was
during the first World War and when he worked there as foreman,
he did a little furniture repair and wagon repair in a shop that he
had at home, on weekends, but he was pretty well employed in the
graphite mills and then he bought a sawmill before he moved here
and then he was real busy building different buildings around the
country and sawing lumber, and the last building that he built and
sawed the lumber for is out here on 113 and now it is Montgomery's
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That was built in about 1921 and 122 and that was the

last big job he did but then he bought another sawmill and give up
the building--was just going to saw lumber--but the Depression
came on and that kinda ended the wholesale lumber business.

He

finally sold the portable sawmill to Elwood Rittenbaugh, who had
bought some ground up near

Corner, and he finally did

saw a little lumber and build a few buildings but was no big
operation.

He finally sold the mill, it didn't pay

he

was already in the garage business and he thought he could make
money with a sawmill but it was hard work and he didn't like that.

SLIDE #13:

This is taken right outside the office door.

Now here

on the extreme left is a mowin ' machine blade, one that was in one
of the other pictures when I mentioned the mowin ' machine blade,
but then it was on the right side of the picture.

Then next is a

machine that my Dad built to sort of straighten up reel type lawn
mowers and that was known as

----

with oil and emery.

the lawn mower
Now that will sharpen the lawn

mower, it will cut grass, but it will make the lawn mower push hard
because with no bevel on the blades, they wear off flat, so
companies were selling machines like that and my Dad built one but
he found out that it made the lawn mower hard pushing and people
didn't like to push a lawn mower that was hard pushing, so that
was not too popular, didn't last very long, it was just a fad for a
couple of years.

Now on over a little past the center of the
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picture, you can see a board standing up with a gauge on the top,
well, that is a battery charger.

You could hook a gasoline engine

to the pulley there, the generaltor is right under that meter under
the board there and that is the battery charger, hook a gasoline
engine to it and turn the generator, it's really an automobile
'generator, and held charge his batteries.

On over a little farther

is an arbor press which really did belong in the office but I guess
there wasnlt room in there so he put it outside here.

It's on the

iron stand there so it can be used and if you have a wheel or a
pulley or something to turn the lathe, you push an arbor in the
center of the pulley and then the arbor is already centered to put
in the lathe and put a lathe _ _ _ _ on it to turn the pulley on
the arbor and that's the arbor that pushes it in or pushes the
arbor out.

SLIDE #14:

This is a windowsill that's pretty well cluttered up and

this is. down on the
here.

-----

floor.

Now this was like a catch-all

The floor was maybe three foot lower than the main floor

and that's just miscellaneous gears there that can be used
somewhere.

There's a couple lawn mower handles there that can be

used on lawn mowers.

There's a few other things around there

that can be used, but they are mainly just in storage waiting for
somebody to need a lawn mower handle and then he would dig one
of those out and put it on a lawn mower.

Like the gears there,
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sometimes they would be cut down and something else made out of
them but that was just storage for parts that he could use later on.

SLIDE #15:
corner.

Well, here we are back in the office again, in the

The white part in the top is a fluorescent light that

furnishes light in the office.

There you can see the grinder on the

end of the work bench.
T:

When was the fluorescent light put in?

Do you know?

C:

Well, that was put in, I believe, in the fifties because before

that, we cut hair with a regular bulb, a regular light bulb, and
then the fluorescent light was added to give it a little bit better
and that was one of the first fluorescent lights on the place around
here and you can see all the pictures up there just the same as in
the other office pictures, and everything is right in place.

When

you see it one time, the next time you see it, everything will be in
the same place.

SLIDE #16:

This is on the first floor, outside the office.

This

happens to be a homemade machine here that is a _ _ _ __
machine that could make like window sash or something.
that machine and also built that bench next to it.

He built

Now that bench

there that's next to it, that's the bench that has the lawn mower
machine on that runs it _ _ _ oil and emery.
outside the office door.

So, that's right
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This picture here is taken behind the office door.

You can see what looks like three bells up on the top in the
center.

That is a call bell.

Now I don't know why they didn't

take a picture of the original call bell.

This is one that my Dad

put in after 1924 when he put this bell in.

This is electric and it

'operates from a telephone generator up in the house where you
turned it, just like the old telephone.

You turned the crank and

the bell in the mill would ring and that would let him know dinner
was ready and he would get everything in shape so that he could
be away from it for half an hour while he would eat dinner.
T:

What was the old call bell like?

C:

The old call bell was just a little bell about 3 inches in

diameter, on a string, and then you had a wire up to the house.
Then you pulled the wire and the string would keep it (the wire)
jiggling for a little while to ring the bell.
T:

Was that call bell located in the same place as this one?

C:

No, this onels over near the office and the other one was over

near the front wall but it is still there, it's never been taken out.
It's still there.
still in the mill.

Most everything that was in the mill in 1919, is
Everything is still installed as it was originally.

Now the thing there in the lower right hand corner, which is
behind the office door, that's just in storage in case the need
comes up that you need a piece of iron or something, it's right
there handy.
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This is a repeat of one welve had before, so weill just

go beyond that and go to sl ide 19.

SLIDE #19:

This is the window in the south side of the mill, facing

the house.

This is some emery wheels there up in the left side of

'the window.

That guard that looks like a round piece of steel,

that is a guard for one of the emery wheels.

We seldom used a

guard, but my Dad was hurt one time by not having a guard over
the emery wheel.

He continued to use them without the guards.

was much handier without a guard.

It

There might be a few other

lawn mower blades there too that probably were just sharpened or
maybe they are just there in storage, so I guess that's all for that
one.

SLIDE #20:

elevator.

This is on the first floor.

This is over top of the

Now, on the left side there, you can see the lever that

operates the waterwheel.

It opens the gate and closes the gate.

The belt hanging down there is the belt that drove the elevator and
the bagger and there's a couple scythes there.
time grass cutters.

TheY're the old

Then there's the top of the elevator and then

on the other side of the elevator on the extreme right, you can see
the pulley that drove the bagger.
of the picture.

That's down below on the bottom
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This is in the basement of the house.

left is three lathes there that you can see.

On the extreme

There's one back in

the corner and then one right here to the front of the picture and
then one out in the room a little bit where you can see the motor
belted up to it.

Now all three of those wood lathes my Dad built

and some were sold at the sale.

At the extreme end is a clock on a

shelf that he put up there and underneath that is some things piled
on a motorcycle that used to belong to me and sold to a man down
in West Virginia now, I think.
and a jigsaw.

Now the jigsaw was sold at the sale and it's over at

Downingtown now.

SLIDE #22:

Then on the right is the drill press

That's in the basement of the house.

This is the

------

of the waterwheel, where the

water comes in the mill and comes in the ______ and over top
of that you can see the operation there, all the levers that operate
the gate, and you can also see the chute on the bottom on the tank
that carried the water out to the center of the wheel.

Now that

part of the floor was never floored over because sometimes
something, a stick or something, would get caught in the gates and
you'd have to open the gate and lean down there and pull the stick
on through that got caught under the gate.

This didn't happen

very often but after a storm, sometimes sticks would get in the mill
race and come down and when you run the water down, it wou Id
jam under the gate, so then you'd have to g,et down there and get
that cleaned out.
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This is a picture, on the third floor, on the wheat

scouring machine.

This is the wheat scouring machine and where

this flue bottle is--on the left side--is about where the belt goes in
to drive that machine and it was just a good place to set something
in and get it out of the way.

Therels quite a few things in storage

on top of that machine too which donlt show in the picture.

SLIDE #24:

This picture is taken out in the cider press building.

In the background there, you can see a red fly wheel.

That is a

four horsepower economy engine which was sold by Sears Roebuck
which my Dad used in the shop similar to this in Beyers before we
moved here.

The engine was not used here until the last couple of

years and it was put in here and it did nit have enough power to
run the machinery in the cellar of the mill.

You can see another

nine horsepower Wisconsin engine here that was used to run the 12
inch planer and he had the skids were long enough that he had a
little welding generator on there at one time and he also run a little
circular saw with that same engine.

Now the circular saw is almost

on the right there, you can see itls got a red piece laying on the
table.

The roller standing up here is just simply it can be moved

around anywhere.

END OF SIDE ONE, SLIDE TAPE ONE
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On the extreme right there is a garden

tractor--you can see the handles of it--which he used for our garden.
He had a larger tractor at one time, but it was too large for this place
and the garden was too small, so he bought a smaller garden tractor.

SLIDE #25:

This picture here, this stuff is just in storage.

There

can see the trucks off the old post boring machine and those wheels at
the bottom, there's no shaft in those so they're just there in storage.
There's a pile of gears there but they're not hooked up to anything
and that's just in the corner of the mill in the basement.

That's only

parts for something that could be used later on.

SLIDE #26:

This is a picture of the work bench on the first floor.

This is the one he used most.

He sharpened lawn mowers here, ground

lawn mower knives, mower knives for farmers, and so forth, and on the
extreme left, you can see part of the lawn mower grinder which
sharpened the reel type lawn mowers and there again there's tools
hanging up on the wall which was real handy when you're standing
there at the bench.

You just reach up and grab one and use it and

hang it back up on the wall.
different things.

The windowsill was all filled with

Was rivets there for mowing machines and also

sections for different kinds of blades and the bench top was usually
kept clear so it could be used.
there and go to work.

Anything could be put right up on

That little drawer on the right end of the work

bench was full of tools, clear full.

If they weren't just set in there
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exactly right, the door wouldn't close so you had to be careful when
you opened the drawer.

If lid open that drawer and move something,

it had to be put back in it's place so the door would close.

Now then,

all the things underneath were just supplies that was needed at various
times--little rivets and washers and bolts.

I think there was even nails

and screws under there too and the stuff at the end is just
miscellaneous parts that can be used later on.
T:

The right end or the left end?

C:

The right end.

I guess that's about all for that.

over the cider press building.

That's right

If you look close, you can see the

of the roof at the window there.

The

---

of the cider

press roof.

SLI DE #27:

Now this is on the first floor, over top of the cabinet on

the . . . that would be the east corner of the mill.

Now the big part

there on the left hand side is the pattern for one of the gears down in
the basement,

--------------------------- ,

and the one in the center of

the picture, which is a pattern for another gear, that goes on the burr
spindles to drive the burrs and the piece inside the first pattern is a
center for the second gear.

The other things that are standing up

ther.e are just some miscellaneous lumber.

There are a few things there

on top of the cabinet which I canlt make out for sure, and I think
that's just some kind of a crate on the right.
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This is a picture of the mill window on the south side of

This is just a supply of emery wheels that are piled up

there, really in storage, and the other part there, I'm not sure, that's
some kind of an "S" hook for something.
paint can on a ladder or something.

Maybe it was made to hold a

I don't know what that was made

for.

SLIDE #29:

This is the back of the drill press that my Dad built and·

the part in the center of the picture is the feed mill that we used here
at one time, in the winter time when the waterwheel would be froze,
then we would use this little feed mill to grind feed until we'd get the
waterwheel back working again.

That belt in the front goes up to a

drill press that my Dad had built.

SLIDE #30:

This is a dog tread power that was used to churn butter

on a farm.

Now I found these parts, a person was having a bonfire

and they threw this thing in the fire, and I said why are you burning
it up and they said it was no good, it was just taking up room, and
asked if I cou Id have it and they gave it to me.

Well, the web was

burnt and there was a few other things charred there, so I brought all
the parts home (it wasn't together at the time), and well my Dad liked
to work on something like this so he started to put it together and
clean up the lumber a little bit and then I found the straps at a sale
and he put the web all together so the dog could run on it.

Now the

lever there that's on the front of that piece, you can see the handle
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That is a brake so that when the dog gets

on that tread and starts walking, the weight of the dog goes downhill
and that turns the tread.

Now if anything happens and it starts going

too fast, you push that lever down and thatls a brake that will stop it
and wonlt throw the dog off.
the

On the fly wheel, you can see a piece of

. that would be a pitman there that went up to a cross arm,

which you can see at the top of the picture towards the left, and that
was like a walking beam and then the churn was behind the treadmill
and they put the milk in the churn while the dog was running on the
treadmill--the plunger was going up and down in the churn--and it
churned butter.

My Dad had a great kick out of that.

He weighed

about 130 pounds and he used to get on it and show how it would work
just when people would ask him about it.
in Virginia.

Itls now in a museum down

I sold it to a man in Philadelphia who was collecting parts

for a museum and itls down there now.
T:

Your father really churned butter with it?

C:

Oh no, he didnlt churn butter, but he made it run.

But then we

had a neighbor here that had a Collie dog and he put the Collie dog in
there and it would run just the same.
butter.

No, we never churned any

We didnlt even have the churn. You can see a part of the

pitman there on the fly wheel where it connected up to the top and
where the fulcrum was for the walking beam to go back to the churn.

SLIDE #31:

This is a picture down in the cider press again.

You can

see a little better on the garden tractor and the saw there is just like
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the one I described before, although now you can see one of the lawn
mowers.
back.

That is, well, the chain drive is covered over there in the
It should show the chain drive there, but there's alot of lumber

standing up there that covers the chain drive and you can1t see that.
Everything else is the same that was in a picture before this.
T:

Are those ladders hanging down from the top?

C:

No, they are standing on the floor.

don't know what that is.

Oh, at the top there?

I thought it was joists in one of the other

pictures but some of the other pictures had that same thing on the top.
That might be an extension ladder there, I believe.

Yeah, that is an

extension ladder.

SLIDE #32:

Here you can see the roller chain drive where the shaft

came out of the mill and went up to the counter shaft to run the cider
press.

This is taken in the cider press building.

My Dad didn't use

it anymore but he was still doing a few odd jobs and it looks like he
piled alot of scrap against the chain there because it didn't run
anymore and there's alot of lumber there that was sold at the sale and
you can1t see the pulleys or anything there that drove the cider press,
but that's all under cover.

That's a shed over that.

That isn't out in

the open, that's in the shed.

SLI DE #33:

Now you can see the chain drive on the extreme left and

the counter shaft goes through the bearing there and then there's a
clutch pulley there.

Now that clutch, the way it's standing now, the
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It is not transmitting any power there.

Now

then when you wanted to use power in the cellar of the mill, that lever
clutch would be engaged and then that pulley would be turning.

That

drove an eight inch belt over to another shaft that went in the mill.
But normally, that clutch would be out and it would run the cider
press.

My Dad put that clutch pulley on there.

there originally.

That was not on

He wanted to get the power over so he had to put

that pulley on there.

SLI DE #34:

Now this picture is a grindstone that used to be about

three foot in diameter.

It's wore down pretty well now because it had

alot of grinding done on it.
building.

This was down in the cider press

He didn't want the water off the stone on the mill floor, so

since the cider press has a cement floor, a little water didn't hurt it
and next to it there is the rear fender of a motorcycle with a bag over
it.

I don't know why that would be there but it is.

SLIDE #35:

Now this is a picture taken on the third floor.

This is a

brace that's on the end of the third floor joist and goes up through the
floor and then it's pinned fast and goes out to the plate on the wall to
keep the plate from sliding off the stone wall.

The plate holds the

rafters that hold the roof and that's just a picture of that brace.

SLIDE #36:

Now this is a picture of that brace again which is known

as a figure four brace in building codes.

There's a few things there,
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in fact you can see the one side of the old gear that was down in the
basement.

It was not thrown out--it was put up here in storage.

That's some kind of a wire screen there, but that's only in storage,
that's no part to the mill.

There looks like the handle of a baby

coach, but the main thing is that brace which was shown on the
previous picture.

The top part goes out over the stone wall and it

dovetails into the plate that sets on top of the stone wall and then the
rafters from the roof are fastened down to the plates.

That brace is

made and you can see a 45 degree brace at the bottom made--that's
wwhere it gets its name figure four--and that stops the plate from
sliding off the wall.

Somehow, some of these braces, somebody took

the pins out sometime and theY're not anchored anymore and the plate
did slide out a little bit.

SLIDE #37:

This is taken in the sawmill shed.

You can see the set

works there and the head blocks on the sawmill carriage.
sawed lumber around there.

Alot of

You can also see it was a sheet iron roof.

There's no picture of the engine there or the husk, the main part of
the sawmill that's on beyond it.

SLIDE #38:

Here is just miscellaneous.

If you need a dowel for

something, there's alot of worn out brooms but the broom handles are
good and they can be sawn off and used in dowels for furniture or so
forth, and there was always a supply of that kind of stuff around to
use for most anything, so that's about all it's good for.
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Here we are up at the lawn mower grinders again.

Now

this lawn mower grinder this way was the last one acquired.
Originally, both these lawn mower grinders were operated with the
waterwheel, but later on my Dad changed it over to electric power and
after the electric came in off the line, why he changed over to the
electric and it was much . . . . well, it was quite a bit handier to use
an electric motor, so he went up-to-date on the power.

SLIDE #40:

Here is a picture of the sawmill.

You can see in the lower

left hand corner is the belt wheel for the sawmill and the pulley that1s
right over top of it is the belt tightener.

It run on top of the belt.

On the extreme right, you can see one of the head locks on the
carriage.

That1s where the lumber1s piled up there where the logs

should be.
belt isn1t on.

don1t think it1s in running condition anymore because the
The belt1s hanging there but I don1t think it1s in

running condition anymore.

You can see on the extreme right, you can

see the gasoline engine behind it that drove it.

That1s just the top of

the engine and the top of the radiator.

SLIDE #41:

This is up on the third floor in the mill.

This is a wood

working machine that my brother built several years back and, like
tell alot of people, this is a forerunner of the shop smith.
notice there, there is a pedestal on the extreme right.

If you

There was an

electric motor on the top of that pedestal and that belt would belt drive
down to the spindle and this was the tail stalk here that you can see in
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the center of the picture where the hand wheel is.

Well, that would

also slide back and forth on the rails, which you can see the rails at
the bottom, and that made a lathe.

There's a motor on the left side

with pipe fitting up over the top and that was a jigsaw.
be seen at any time.

Now that can

That's on the third floor in the mill and that's

one of the things my brother left here.

He said he didn't want to use

it anymore and .
T:

When was that built?

Do you remember?

C:

Well, that was built back, I believe, in the 40's.

time, he built a ten inch table saw.

At the same

He took the ten inch table saw out

of the mill before the sale.

SLIDE #42:

Here's a different view of the lawn mower grinders on the

second floor, or would that be the first floor.

You can see the

attachment there under the shelf that has the electric motor on that
which looks like two bars there with a turnbuckle on the end.

That's

what you put in the machine to grind the straight blade of the lawn
mower.

The machine on the right is exactly the same as the one on the

left, but it's been used a whole lot more.

You can see there on the

wall where the grease and oil and emery dust has gone back against the
wall and that machine did more grinding than the one on the left.

SLIDE #43:

This is a picture over the work bench on the south side of

the mill in the basement.

This is the wooden work bench there that

was used for maintenance in the mill and that there again the windowsill
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There's a few tools in the windowsill

and a few pieces of wood that can be used for something and you can
see the vise there on the top of the work bench and a couple planes on
the back.

That's in the basement on the south side of the mill.

SLIDE #44:

from it.

This is the same work bench taken a little farther away

It gives you a broader picture.

You can see the saws

hanging up on the wall there and a few other tools.
T:

Which floor is this on?

C:

This is the basement on the south side, the same as the picture as

before.

Shows the full picture of the window there.

Now this little

green motor here on the right, in the lower right hand corner, that
was another deal that my dad had.

He had a wood cutting band saw

there but he built a gear reduction run with that little green motor to
slow it down and then bought a metal cutting blade so he could saw
metal on the band saw.

It wasnlt a fast operation, but it did work and

you can see the part of the motor there that drove the metal cutting
part.

Now then, several tools there at the same time, there's alot of

things under the bench there that are more or less just in storage, but
at some time, they will come in handy and he'll use some of those pieces
on something that he's working on.

SLIDE #45:

This is the same picture just taken a little bit higher to

get a picture of the saw and there's a miter box right side of the
cabinet that's hangin' on the wall.

Underneath there is, well, he has
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the outlet there--that's 110v now but originally that circuit was
32v--but now it's 110v off the line.

SLIDE #46:

This is a picture of the fireplace.

Although you can't see

the fireplace in the basement but it's because it's behind that wood,
everything is all stacked up against the fireplace there.

You can see

the big girder that holds the center of the mill and the door in the east
end of the mill.

The top sash there was put in to give it more light

and you can see the anvil and part of the forge there where he did
some iron work for wagons and different
stuff that he would rebuild for farmers.

and
He did the iron work here in

the cellar right by the fireplace there.

SLI DE #47:

This is a picture in the wheel pit.

When we were making

cider, all the barrels and tubs and anything that was wood that would
dry out and leak was stored in the wheel pit along side of the water
wheel because it was damp in there and the tubs and the barrels would
stay swelled up and be ready to use when they'd be taken out.
Sometimes there was more barrels than that.

That's only a small

percentage of what was usually kept in there when we were in the cider
makin' business.

SLIDE #48:

This is just a pile of lumber that's just layin' around there

just to be used sometime later on.

In fact, this is in the third floor

because there's a piece of wooden water pipe that somebody took outta
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there since the sale, but that's on the third floor.

That piece right in

the center of the picture is a square piece of wood and then it's turned
down around at the end with a hole through it, that is the original
wooden water pipe that was used on the old wooden pumps that nearly
every house had one, and that was known as a cucumber pump.

The

reason it was called the cucumber pump was because the valve that was
in the bottom of that piece of wood there was shaped like a cucumber
and they nicknamed them cucumber pumps and they were all made of
wood.

SLIDE #49:

This is taken in the basement of the mill.

This person

would have had to be standing in the doorway looking west to get this
picture.

This is a lathe that we took out of a fourth floor building.

Well, the building, I don't know how many floors it had but this lathe
was on the fourth floor in Philadelphia.

I was going to high school at

the time--my brother and I both were going--and we went down to
Philadelphia.

It was advertised in the Sunday paper and my dad called

up about it and bought it without seeing it, and we went down to
Philadelphia, hired a truck from the storekeeper next door, and we
went down there to get that lathe.

It was on the fourth floor and the

people that were in there said where were we going to get riggers to
take it out.

My dad said well I have my two boys with me.

They

couldn't imagine how we were going to get it out and it was Saturday
morning, so we moved the lathe over to the elevator shaft and had them
take the elevator up and had a chain hoist and we let it down one story
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We finally got home that night after dark and unloaded it

and had the truck ready to go the next morning for the milk route,
and we slid that in in the cellar of the mill and finally got it all belted
up and it did quite a bit of work.
rear in there.

In fact, in 1950,

turned a truck

The grease retainer had cut through the casting on the

truck rear and it was losing grease and I put a complete truck rear in
that lathe and turned it so the grease retainer would run on the shaft
where it was smooth.
run by the waterwheel.

My dad did numerous jobs on it.

It was also

We didn't have any outside power then.

Later

on there was an engine added on the outside to run the machinery in
the basement but, at that time, that was 1950, we were still using the
waterwheel.

SLI DE #50:

This is the drill press in the basement of the mill.

still part of the machine shop equipment.

This is

This drill press was operated

by the waterwheel up until about 1978 or 1979 when I was here taking
care of my dad, I put an electric motor to it on a shelf.

You can see

the shelf in back of the belt there, on the extreme right, and I put the
motor up there to make it electric and that drill did an awful lot of
work.

In fact, before that drill press was here, we drilled the holes

with an old blacksmith's drill, which is right across the doorway, and
you had to turn it by hand, so we didn't drill too many holes when you
had to turn it by hand, but when this machine come in, it was so easy
to put the right size drill in, clamp it in the vise and pull down on
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that lever and it was so easy you didn't even think about drilling a
hole because it was easy because it just went right in.

SLIDE #51:

This slide here I don't know just what this is.

something near a window, but I canlt recall that stuff.
what that is.

SLIDE #52:

It's

I don't know

It's something that must be in storage.

This is in the basement of the house.

C:

Not in the mill but in the basement of the house?

T:

Yeah.

C:

This is a motorcycle that I had several years ago.

Of course it's

holding up a barrel of stuff there and a few other things. On the
extreme right is a stand that has a drill press on it.

SLIDE #53:

This is a lathe that my dad built.

T:

Where's it located?

C:

In the basement of the mill.

in the basement.

This is right inside the north window

This lathe was built in about two weeks time.

I was

going to grammar school at Chester Springs at the time, and my dad
wanted a pulley bored out to put on the steam engine that was running
the sawmill at that time, and he and I took it down to Kimberton, to
Detwhiler's Machine Shop, and he said he could have it done in about a
week to ten days.

My dad gave him two weeks, called him up, and the

pulley was not done.

So my dad came down to grammar school in

Chester Springs and asked the teacher to excuse me and I went down

NARRATORIS NAME: Horace Collins
SLI DE TAPE NUMBER: #1, Side 2

30

with him to Kimberton, we loaded the pulley, and brought it home.
And he built this machine.

That is really a face plate lathe--that1s

what you would call it--and he put the pulley in there and bored the
pulley out and less than three weeks after we brought it home, the
pulley was on the sawmill and it was working.
here.

You can sti II see it.

END OF SIDE TWO, SLIDE TAPE ONE

That machine is still
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This is on the north side of the mill.

You can see a desk light in the window on the extreme right.

Therels

not much here to describe because this blue part here is I think some
kind of advertisement that came in the mail, but the desk light is the
only thing . . . . . well, therels a broom handle sticking up by the
desk light.

SLIDE #55:

This is a picture in the sawmill.

You can see here on the

left side the shaft that went up through what are called the head
blocks.

Apparently this is after the sawmill stopped working and itls

only just more of less storage now.
and the building.

SLIDE #56:

You can see the head block there

Thatls just the sawmill, thatls all.

This is the windowsill over top of the main work bench on

the first floor.

This is where lawn mowers were sharpened on the bench

in front of this window.
that are used.

Therels quite a few tools in the window there

In fact, almost in the center there is a wheel puller

which is used for small gears or small wheels and on the extreme left,
there are boxes of rivets to put mowing machine sections on.

Therels

probably a few fi les laying there too because there was always a supply
of files there.

Right outside the window, you can see the comb of the

cider press building roof.

SLIDE #57:

That was on the north side of the mill.

Herels another bunch of what some people would call scrap,

but 1111 tell ya, if you needed a little wooden dowel or there looks like
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an ax handle in there and miscellaneous parts here, that could be used
in the repair business in woodworking.

This was on the second floor,

so it's all good stuff.

SLIDE #58:

This is taken in the office.

In fact, this might have been

taken through the window of the partition on account it being so dark.
It's a little hard to see it, but in the lower ,right hand corner you can
see the seat and the arm of the barber chair and up on the wall right
over that, you can see the calendar that's on the east end of the office
wall.

It's a little dark to see anything on the bench. Can see a little

color underneath.

SLIDE #59:

I think that's about all we can make out on that.

This is part of the mill, but the picture is turned wrong.

This is a picture on the burr floor.

This would be the first floor then.

You can see the hopper there for the stand of burrs.

You can also see

the crane over top that picked up the stone burrs and turned them over
so you could dress the burrs.

This is the middle stand of burrs here

that's showing and also the box in back of the burrs where the grain
came down from the cleaner.

That was for flour.

Th is crane then

would swing around and take the next stand of burrs which is between
this stand and the stone wall in the background.
picture.

This isn't a very good

Well, I know what it is, but to describe it to you ... there's

three stands of burrs and that crane takes care of two stands.
a separate crane for the other stand of burrs.

There's
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This is a homemade jigsaw that my dad built.

See there's

no belt on the pulley but the motor in the lower right hand corner
operated a table saw and also that jigsaw.
and put the belt over on the other.

You took the belt off of one

That is located on the first floor.

That is the flour bin right behind the jigsaw and on top of the flour bin
there is a few bottles which are right against the window in the office.
That is a partition between the two rooms.

That jigsaw, the two legs of

that are made out of the back end of an automobile frame where it bent
over the axle and held the springs.

He made everything after he

retired, he made anything he wanted and that was one of the things he
wanted to make.
he was after.

That jigsaw doesn't have any throat.

That's the part

So many jigsaws have a 12" throat, the small ones, and

they have an 18" and a 24".

Now 48" is not very common although they

do make one that's 24" throat, but this one you could swing anything
through the saw that you could get in the room because the top was
fastened to the ceiling and the bottom was fastened to the floor and
there was no throat at all.

You could go all around the circle and any

size that you could get in the room.

SLIDE #61:

This is taken in the office right inside.

The same bottles

that you see in the window are right on the other side of the window.
This is on the other side of the window from the previous picture.

This

is a hacksaw in the office of the mill and this is used to cut different
little pieces of iron to any length that you want and it's also driven by
electric motor.

On the left of the hacksaw you can see the stove door
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there and the stove is an Ashley stove and that heated the office very
nicely and very easily.
week.

You only had to fill it up with wood twice a

It would burn very slowly and keep the office nice and warm to

work in.

SLIDE #62:

This is a machine right near (this is on the first floor),

this is right near the flour chest and this was a hollow chisel mortising
machine which my dad had built.

It's run with an electric motor and he

liked to demonstrate that, to show people how it would bore square
holes.

Some people marveled at that.

It wasnlt anything wonderful but

it could make square holes or a series of square holes would make a
mortise.

There's some pieces on the drill press there you can see where

held worked on.

SLIDE #63:

It was homemade and worked very good.

This is the basement in the house where my dad had a

workshop and had most of his hand tools up there.

You can see several

saws hanging up on the joist above the bench and then there's a little
shelf there where he has several planes and chisels and so forth.

On

the extreme left, you can see part of the jigsaw and alot of extension
cords there ready to plug in to get something else running.

SLIDE #64:

This is a dog tread power that my dad rebuilt for me.

Some people had this and were going to burn it up and I didn't think it
should be burnt up.

They had broken it apart in different places and

asked them if I could have it so they gave it to me and I got it out of
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the fire and brought it home and my dad, in his spare time, rebuilt it
and it runs very good.

He used to get on the tread power and show

people how it worked.
T:

How old is he in this picture?

C:

Well, he must be, I imagine he's between 75 and 80 there.

still very active at that time.

Do you know?
He was

He would go down to the mill in the

morning and stay down there till dinner time and then go down after
lunch and stay till supper time.

He didn't mind the time.

this tread power is now in a museum in Virginia I believe.

By the way,
It was sold

to a man in Philadelphia that was taking stuff up for a museum.

SLIDE #65:

This is a picture of the sawmill.

Hey, we did this

yesterday.
T:

Is it the same picture?

C:

Yes, it's the same picture we did yesterday.

T:

All right, #65 is the same picture we did yesterday.

SLIDE #66:

This was taken on the first floor in the mill, at the head of

the cellar steps.

That post there is part of the railing on the first floor

around the cellar steps.

There's a chain saw on the floor and it looks

like a lawn mower standing up there along side of it and looks like a set
of automobile chains hanging on the railing.
steps there.

You can see the third floor

That's the underside of the steps.
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This is outside the office on the first floor.

some things that were in storage there.
and a watering can and a 6v battery.

This is just

There1s an old kerosene lantern
It could be used for some things

but it1s just in storage so it1s dormant.

SLIDE #68:

basement.

This is the window on the north side of the mill, in the
This is things that were in there that could be used on the

lathe and was just in storage more or less.

It wasn1t any great value

but it was some stuff he didn1t want to throwaway.

SLIDE #69:

This is a picture of some of the gearing that1s up on the

third floor.

This is the vertical shaft coming up--comes direct from the

master wheel in the basement--and the shaft that is shown there is the
one that comes out to run the corn sheller and the one on the other side
runs the elevators to bring grain up.

We never had to renew any of

those gears, they didn1t run that much.

SLIDE #70:

They are still originals.

The other picture before this showed the west side of that

vertical shaft.

This is the east side of the vertical shaft and this is the

side that came out and powered the elevators.

Both sides were identical

as far as the vertical shaft and the gear that meshes into that gear.
But the shaft farther out run a couple more shafts and then were
through the top of the elevator to run the elevators to bring the grain
up and also the flour for the bolter.
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This is the shaft on the west end of the vertical shaft

which the previous two pictures showed the vertical shaft.

This large

pulley on the right side of the photograph, near the top, and the belt
hanging down there is the belt that drove the corn sheller and the corn
sheller was on the extreme left down on the floor here.

That shows the

complete shaft on the west side of the vertical shaft.

SLIDE #72:

This shows the chute where the dirt from the scouring

machine went out the west end of the mill out into the field.

This is the

gable end of the mill and that square wooden chute there was a hole in
the end of the mill and when it was weather boarded the last time, we
didn't bother putting the hole in there and the chute is sawed off right
there even with the weather boarding.

But before that, when the dirt

that came off of the wheat, it was all blown out that chute out in the
field on the west end of the mi II.
T:

What blew it?

C:

Was a fan in the scouring machine that blew all the dirt out there.

SLIDE #73:

haven't figured out just where this box is . . . I think

this is on the third floor.

It looks like it's over the scouring machine,

but I'm not positive of that.

SLIDE #74:

This is on the third floor and this is definitely the scouring

machine with alot of things there on top that are just in storage and in
the background, you can see the bin where beer corn was stored.

To
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the right is the elevator where the grain came up to go into the
scouring machine and the scouring machine is the part on the right with
those fancy hinges.

In the back there, you can see a piece that was

used on the floor for the curving around the burrs.

That was the set

of burrs that was taken out when the new burrs were put in in 1922.

SLIDE #75:

This is a view of the gearing under the burr floor and the

steps going up to the burr floor.

In the background, on the right, you

can see the master wheel and the end of the waterwheel shaft behind the
steps.

On the right is the original post that was in there to hold the

center of the mill and then right behind that is a tree that my dad and
put in and that was in between 1935 and 1940 when we put that tree in
there.

We jacked it up and put an extra post there to help hold it up.

It had started to sink down and was giving us trouble on the shafting
that was running the machine shop.
so the bearings wouldn't heat.

We had to jack it up and get it up

The floor there at the top is the burr

floor and part of the crane can be seen there that lifts the flour burrs
out.

That's at the top center, you can see part of the crane that lifts

the burrs up when you want to dress them.

SLIDE #76:

This is in the basement of the house.

and you can see the mill right across the driveway.

The door is open
This is a table saw

right behind my dad and he's standing there at the fence.
little belt sanding machine he has there for small work.

That's a

You can see the

amount of tools he has on the shelves and you can see one saw hanging
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He spent alot of time in there, but in the

winter time, he didn't have any heat there, so he didn't spend much
time in the winter.

But spring, summer, and fall, right after he

retired, he spent alot of time there in the basement.

He had a good

time right there.

SLIDE #77:

This is a little electric saw that he had down in the

basement of the mill and this was what was known as a builder's saw.
You lay a piece of wood on it and then you stepped on a foot pedal.
The saw and the motor was mounted on rollers which you can see under
the table.

When you stepped down on the foot pedal, that saw would

roll towards the operator and saw the board in half.

Right behind that

is the saw that he built several years ago--that was probably back in
1914 or 1915 when he built that--and it's still in the basement of the mill
and still in running condition.

But after it came here, he added the

boring machine which can be seen on the extreme right of that saw
table.

That wasn't on there in the beginning.

Now the rest of it there

in the background is the stone wall and tools hanging up on the wall.

SLIDE #78:

This is the planer in the cider press building and the belt

would come off of the planer and then it was lined up to the cord wood
saw which you can see that piece that's painted red right behind the
planer.

This was a 12" planer that would plane a 12" board.

had the cord wood saw hooked up by .

He also

see the belt there went up

to a line shaft over top . . . . and he could also saw wood with water
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This is a garden tractor on the extreme left.

That is a Sears &

Roebuck garden tractor and he didn't use it very much.

The one right

behind that, not quite in the center of the picture, is a rotor tiller
which he bought in the last few years that he had a garden here and he
used that rotor tiller.

SLIDE #79:

This is miscellaneous stuff that's in storage.

flour chest and well, it can be used.
two bottles of wine there.
wine once in awhile.

It's in the

On the extreme left, you can see

My dad liked a little drink of Mogen David

He didn't get drunk or anything but maybe once a

week he liked a little something different and a bottle of that would last
maybe two months, so you know he didn't drink very hard.

The other

stuff is just miscellaneous.

I think this on the right is small tires for a

lawn mower or something.

He had quite a few of those at one time when

he was working on lawn mowers.

SLIDE #80:

This is a picture in the basement of the house taken from

the door looking south into the house.

This unit here, in the

foreground, right in the front, you can see the motor up on the top and
the belt drive down.

That is a radial saw with a table saw underneath

and he didn't use it very much but it was there ready to go whenever
he needed it.

Now then, on the right is a little table there with a few

things on that he was probably working on and then the workbench
itself and you can see the vise on it and then going on in is the jigsaw
and then a drill press.

That takes up the west wall.

Across the end,

NARRATOR'S NAME: Horace Collins
SLIDE TAPE NUMBER: #2, Side 1

41

well there's one of myoid motorcycles again and the shelf right over top
with a clock on and few other knickknacks.
homemade wood lathes that my dad had built.

On the left is about three
You can1t see them

because they are right behind that electric motor.

You can see he had

room to get between the workbench and saw table there and he cou Id go
in there and put alot of time in.

SLIDE #81:

This is a picture of the office.

corner, that is the top of the desk.

Down in the lower left hand

Over on the bottom right hand

corner is the Ashley stove with a pipe up the chimney.

Up on the top,

you can see part of the pulley there that is a counter shaft for the lathe
that's in the office and that's an old what they call muzzle loader
shotgun hanging up there and coming on over now, towards the left, is
the headrest for the barber chair.

So that about describes everything.

There's a thermometer on the window frame that tells the temperature.
Of course when you walked in there, you knew it was cool.
have to look at the thermometer.

SLIDE #82:

It was even cool in the summertime.

This is down in the basement of the mill.

frame trimmer.

You didn't

This is a picture

It cuts the picture frames off at any degree angle Iike if

you were making it a square picture frame or a square corner, it cuts it
off at 90 degrees.

If you1re making six sided or eight sided, the stops

there, you can set anyone of them, and with that big wheelan the other
side with the lever sticking up, that's where you put your foot on one
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of those and your hand on the top and with your weight on that wheel,
it will shove the knife through the wood and make a nice smooth cut.

SLIDE #83:

This is taken on the first floor right outside the office and

on the left here is the table that had the lawn mower grinder--not a
grinder, it was run with oil and emery--and there1s the arbor press on
the end of that table.

Then it moves on over and this is just some pipe

standing up there and what they call a plumber1s stand.

It goes all the

way up to the ceiling and you can see the turnbuckle just about the
center of the picture and that1s left and right hand threads on that
pipe, when you put it up against the ceiling and you turn that
turnbuckle one way, it spreads the pipe and clamps it down on the floor
and up against the ceiling and then it has the little piece on the side
there with a pipe vise to put pipe in to cut threads on it or saw it off
and the loop right back near the pipe there, the center of it, that1s to
bend pipe over.

The other machine there is the back end of the hollow

chisel mortiser that he had built, and on the floor . .
T:

What was that agai n?

c:

The back side of the hollow chisel mortiser that he had built and

right this side of that machine is the platform for the scales where we
weighed all the feed, all the corn that came in to grind into feed.

SLIDE #84:

This is a picture in the basement of the mill.

This is taken

at the south side of a large room there, right at the edge of the burr
floor.

Now that first lever there that has all the holes in it, that is the

NARRATOR1S NAME: Horace Collins
SLI DE TAPE NUMBER: #2, Side 1
control for the waterwheel.

43

That1s where you open and close the gates

to start the waterwheel and stop it.

The next piece is a piece of iron

that comes up and that is the end of the bottle beam lever there that1s
hooked to it, but if you follow that piece of iron on up till it looks to be
about a foot from the ceiling, you can see that there1s a round piece of
iron hooked to it.

Well that is a new control that my dad put in which

was a little more modern and made it possible to operate the mill from
the first floor.

Before that, you had to go down to the basement to

make all the adjustments and after he changed things around a little bit,
you could run the mill from the first floor and didn1t have to go down to
the basement at all.

SLIDE #85:

This is a picture in the basement of the mill.

Underneath

you can see the gearing and the two gears that my dad rebuilt, they are
cast iron.

Originally they were all wood, but the wooden sides on the

one gear, which I believe is called a wallower, meshes into the master
wheel and the one side was in pretty bad shape from being taken 190se
and new rungs put in it all the time, and since he had to make a new
wooden gear or make one that was everlasting,

he made a pattern and

had it cast and put the cast iron sides on that and that never went bad.
The one on the top, that pattern was already here.

That had a gear on

the flour burrs and he used that same pattern to make the small gear on
the burr stones.

END OF SIDE ONE. SLIDE TAPE TWO
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SLIDE TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO

c:

Now then this is where the main controls were for the complete mill

for grinding corn.

On the. extreme left side, you can see the vertical

piece that has the holes in.
and stops the waterwheel.

That operates the waterwheel.

That starts

Across from the left, going toward the right,

is a bottle beam lever with a strap wrapped on the end of it and a piece
that looks like a wooden bottle.
counterweight would do.
the setting.

That doesn't have to be a bottle, any

That only keeps the strap tight once you make

That lever there controls when you want to make fine feed

or coarse ground feed.

When you unwrap the strap and let the lever go

up, the weight of the burrs comes down on the grain and makes fine
feed and when you pull the lever down, that lifts the burr and that
makes coarse feed.

The little knob under the lever, that's where you

adjust how fast the corn is going into the burrs.

That's where you

adjust the speed of the waterwheel and the speed of the burrs and !t
should run anywhere from 100 to 125 rpm and after you get used to it,
you can tell by the sound of it whether it's running right.

Right under

the center of the bottle beam lever is the chute where the feed comes
out.

You will also notice a little chute there turning off to the left, and

that goes into the elevator.
put in

there and

Now that was added in 1922, that was all

the elevator

takes the feed

upstairs so it wasn1t

necessary to come down to the basement to make any adjustments.
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on

the

next

floor.

Itls

a

big

improvement but still the old stuff is there and can be reverted right
back like it was originally in 1919.
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This is on the north side of the steps.

the burr floor.

This is under

You can see the gearing, the master wheel, gears

into the counter shaft, and the vertical shaft.

There's no gear on

that and there's no gear on the counter shaft to run the burrs.
That's all been done away with before 1919.

That never was on there

and we never had any occasion to make flour and that stand of burrs
was used to make flour and since we didn't need it, it was never
rebuilt.

There's a good illustration of what the gear was.

That gear

is exactly like the one on the other side that run the other stand of
burrs.

That has wooden sides and the wooden rungs and my dad

just made cast iron sides for the same gear and the same si ze rungs
are in the one on the other side.

That will show you there what it

looked Iike in the beginning.

SLIDE #87:

This is a picture on the north side of the basement.

This is the end of what they call a Hurst Frame.

That is the frame

that holds all the gearing under the burr floor and this is the end of
it and this is the adjustment.

This is a little more modern.

Instead

of having a bottle beam lever here, this is a burr that we used at
the last to make flour and they had put a screw adjustment on there.
A hand wheel to adjust it to make flour.

I nstead of having a bottle

beam lever raise and lower that lever on the bottom, that hand wheel
and that screw takes care of that, and that's on the flour burrs.
That lumber standing there is just simply in storage.
any purpose or anything.

Itls not for
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SLIDE #88:

You

This is the first floor where you operate the mill.

can see the lever on the extreme right with all the holes in it.
is the controls to the waterwheel.
to adjust the fine and coarse.

That

The flour burr had a hand wheel

Here is the hand wheel that my dad

added on to this and did away with the bottle beam lever.

Now you

stand up here and that lever under the hi:md wheel, you pull that
about a quarter turn and that will lift the burrs up to get started
and then you gradually let that lever back into its lower position and
then it's grinding.
hand wheel.

Then you make the final adjustments with the

Another control was added on the burrs there to control

the feed of the corn into the burrs, but this is the two main controls
here.

SLIDE #89:

This is a picture in the basement of everything you can

see if you were standing down at the basement on the south side of
the mill and on the east end.

You can see there the picture frame

trimmer and right ahead of that is the little table saw with a 6" joiner
under it and then you can see the steps going up to the burr floor.
It gives a nice picture of all the workings of the mill.

You can see

the strap there that goes up to regulate the feed of the corn into the
burrs; you can see the curving on the burrs at the top between the
floors; you can see the bottle beam lever and exactly how it's all
hooked up.

On the extreme right, behind I believe that's an electric

light cord there or something, right behind that is the lever to
operate the gates to the waterwheel.

Now the master wheel can be
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Apparently you canlt see any of the other

It's behind something.

SLIDE #90:

Here's pretty near the same thing only close up.

There's the picture frame machine in the corner.

All the stops can

be seen there on the table where you pull up a pin and swing those
stops around to different angles.

Now in getting up to the bottle

beam lever, youlve got a nice view of that and the cutoff there to
run the feed used to come straight down near the chest and then
there was a paddle put in there to change the feed to go over into
the elevator and go upstairs.

In the background, you can see the

end of the counter shaft there and the master wheel and you can also
see the metal gear right behind the light bulb.

Now that metal gear

is the one my dad added on to the gearing, which was a big
improvement, and then you can see the counter gear--just a little bit
of it there, two or three teeth.

SLI DE #91:

This is the middle stand of burrs.

There's alot of stuff

there in storage in boxes and so forth, and that is the saw to the
sawmill.

This was taken before my dad had sold the sawmill because

most saws went with the sawmill.

That, I believe, is the large saw.

We usually cut the small saw on the mi II.
can see the master wheel.

In the background, you

Going toward the right now is a little

lever that's on an incline and that is the lever that throws the hoist
in gear to take corn up to the third floor.

The extreme left end of
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that lever has a bearing on it that handles the shaft that winds up
the rope, and on the other end, which runs out there another four
or five feet, is a small 3/8 rope which you control that lever with and
it was a very good operating hoist.
anything we hung on there.

It didn't back off of most

It would take it right up--3 or 4 bags

of corn or a barrel of corn--either way.

SLIDE #92:

This is taken outside the mill.

When farmers would come

in here to the mill and they turned around outside the mill door and
backed up with their little wagons, one horse wagon usually, well
sometimes a horse would throw a shoe out here in the driveway and
my dad would pick the shoes up and that ring in the wall was put
there, I believe, to tie horses to in the beginning.
never stayed that long.
were very quiet.

But the farmers

They would just back up and the horses

They would stand there while they loaded and

unloaded, so if a shoe would come off, my dad would pick the shoes
up and stick them in that ring and he claimed that was good luck for
the milf.

I guess it was good luck because the millis still there.

The

horses I guess are gone and so are the farmers, but the mill's here,
so it's good luck for the mill llaughter).

SLIDE #93:

This is a tool.

There's very few of these around and

hardly anybody knows what this is.
installing a new stand of burrs.
the rinel?).

This is used when you are

This is what they used to center

Now the rine is a piece of iron that the stone is
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balanced on and it's in the shape of a big steeple and it sets on top
of the burr spindle which is turned down to a point and then the
burr is balanced on top of the burr spindle.

This piece here, this

tool, was used to find the exact center of the stone.
complicated.

It's rather

You put it on and take it off two or three times while

you're working on it, but that is what that tool is and it's very rare.
There's only a couple more of them in the state of Pennsylvania, I
believe.

I've been told that.

SLIDE #94:

wall.

This is a picture in the cellar of the mill on the south

There's a cupboard--sort of a cabinet--up on the wall.

There's a chain drive vise that has two screws with a chain drive
from one screw to the other.

Of course that electric saw is a modern

piece and the bench there with alot of scraps of wood underneath can
be used at various times and up on the wall, along side the cabinet,
is a miter box.

But now then, take notice on the extreme right of

that cabinet, there's a line down through the wall and the other line
is over here just off the edge of the photograph.

That was the

original basement door when the Lightfoot Road went through on the
level of the cellar floor.

That originally was the cellar door.

The

cellar door now is moved over where there was a window and there
was only one door in the basement and here's where it was.

There's

the proof of it right there in the wall and the other side is over here
behind this miter box.
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This is a picture taken in the office.

don't know what they were taking a picture of but
taken up near the ceiling.

This is the
This is

You can see the old electric light fixture

there that had a porcelain fixture on the ceiling and then the cord
hung down to the light and a few things hanging on the wall there.
There's a brace on the wall, a hacksaw and a few other things,
mostly calendars.

I don't know what this picture was taken for.

can1t see that it's educational or anything.

SLIDE #96:

Oh boy, this clock has quite a history.

When I went to

grammar school at Chester Springs, I used to work in George
Upperman's store, down on the corner of 113 and 401, but at that
time it was Conestoga Pike because we didn't have 401 at that time, it
was just Conestoga Pike.

Well, the farmers used to come in there in

the morning when they would go to the milk station and this clock
was hanging in the store when I went to work there and it didn't
run.

So I asked Mr. Upperman one day why he G:lidn't wind the clock

and he said it is wound up but it won1t run.
minded if I looked at it.
don't run anyway.

So I asked if he

He said go ahead, you can1t hurt it cause it

don't know whether it was given to him or

whether he bought it with all those tobacco advertisements on.

Well,

I read inside it's a Seth Thomas clock and they recommend putting a
Iittle jar of kerosene inside with a wick out of a kerosene lamp in the
kerosene.

The fumes off of that wick would go up and oil the works.

The next day when I went to work--I went to work at six o'clock in
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the morning--and I took a little jar and we had kerosene at the store,
we sold that and we sold kerosene lights.
Upperman's store sold everything.

In fact, I think George

I put some kerosene in the jar

and put it in the bottom of the clock.

I kept playing with it and

after about two weeks, I had the clock running perfect and it was
keepi ng time.

worked there about two years while I went to

grammar school, six o'clock in the morning, and at 7: 30 I would leave
and walk down to Chester Springs to go to school and on the way
home from school, I would get there about quarter of four, and then
I would put stuff up on the counter and on the shelves for the next
morning.

Saturday I worked there all day.

He had a greenhouse

and we used to put dirt in the greenhouse and plant tomato plants
and so forth, and so mind I got high wages too while I was going to
school.

I got $3.00 a week for all that.

That was six days a week.

So the clock run on and when I left there and went to high school in
West Chester, the clock was still there, I was up and married and
was living over in Goshenville when Mr. Upperman sold out and
somebody, after the sale was almost over, somebody said "how about
that clock are you going to sell that?"
sale."

He said "no, that's not for

So, after everybody went home, Mr. Upperman had his

son-in-law bring the clock up to my dad and told my dad he said
George said this clock belongs to Horace and he's the only one that
can keep it running and he should have it.
the office.

So my dad hung it in

It run in there for years and then when he got sick, it

didn't run for a year or two, but then I wound it up one day after
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was living here with him, and it run perfect.
the sale of the contents of the mill.

That did not go with

Everything else that belonged to

the mill went with the mill but that did not belong to the mill so I
still have the clock and I think it's wonderful.

11m not running it,

but someday I will get it positioned where I can sit back in a chair
and look at it and 1111 have it running again.

SLIDE #97:

This is taken on the first floor.

You can see that hollow

chisel mortiser there and there's a trussel there and that is part of a
milling machine that my dad had made before he bought a regular
milling machine.

He made that up out of a grinding machine and he

did use it to grind solder cutter knives on and it was a good machine
and it's still here so anybody can see it at anytime.

The picture

isn't too clear but everything is there.

SLIDE #98:
open.

This is a picture in the office and the top of the desk is

You can see the papers there in what should be the pigeon

holes and there's a couple of books.
waterwheel.

One is on the Fitch Overshot

Somehow or other, that book, too many people got in

there and that book disappeared.

And the other book, I think, is

the Southbend Lathe book and apparently that's gone, I haven It been
able to find that.

Now the cloth that's under that Fitch waterwheel

book was the cloth that was put around the customerls neck when he
would get a haircut.
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This is a picture taken off the burr floor.

the screw control there, the hand wheel.

You can see

That is an outboard motor

there to the right of that control, extreme right of the picture, and
my dad operated that in the mill race and out in the dam and he had
a good time.

First he had a wooden boat and then later on he

pought a new aluminum boat.
the motor is here.

That was sold long before the sale so

1111 tell ya, there is one thing wrong with running

an outboard motor in the mill race.

We had tadpoles and crayfish,

and alot of wildlife in the bottom of the mill race and the tadpoles of
course would grow into frogs.

When my dad started running up and

down the mill race with the outboard motor and the underwater
exhaust banging under the water, well, that killed all that wildlife.
Now then nothing has been running up and down the mill race lately,
and what water is in the pond now, we are getting tadpoles and frogs
back, so eventually the wildlife will come back if there is no more
motors running under the water.

SLIDE #100:

This is taken in the office.

This is looking at the east

end of the mill, no, thatls the east end of the mill, and that is a
muzzle loader gun there over top the map of Pennsylvania--you can't
tell by the picture, but I know what it is--and on the ceiling you can
see the counter shaft that run the lathe in the office.
the side was an old calendar, the one on the left.

This one on
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It looks like a repeat of an earlier one, but this is the

lawn mower grinders and the machine on the right was equipped to
grind the reel of a lawn mower and the one on the left was equipped
to grind the straight blade and that way you didn't have to change
the machine from one to the other.

You could grind the straight

blade in one machine and then grind the other blade in the other
machine.

It speeded up the works considerable.

SLIDE #102:

This is taken right outside the office door . . . no, I'm

sorry, this is in the basement.

This is down in the basement at the

end of the big metal cutting lathe right in front of the fireplace.
The fireplace would be on the right.

think you can see the anvil

there and a hammer right behind the anvil and the anvil setting up
on a wooden block.
there.

There are a couple of other wooden blocks

I don't know what they were doing, but they were there.

If

you look right on across, you can see the window on the north side
where there's alot of things in storage in the windowsill.

SLIDE #103:

This is a drill press that my dad built.

making it out of wood, he made it out of metal.

Instead of

That's a piece of

four inch pipe there and face plate off a lathe for the table, and he
got some flywheel off an old automobile for the fore plate and you
take ahold of that lever in the front there, the hand hold there, to
pull it down and it worked very good but it wasn't really precision.
It run a little rough.

In the background is a modern milling machine
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which he bought in Philadelphia and he was about 72 years old when
he bought that.

I hauled it home on a trailer, behind my car, and

we put it in the mill there.

He used it a little.

He didn't do a whole

lot work with it, but some of the farmers couldn't understand because
he was 72 years old, he was going to retire, why did he want to buy
a new machine.
it.

That was his business.

He just wanted to play with

He had a hobby and wanted to pursue that and when he retired

he had time to play with it.

SLIDE #104:
floor.

That's in the barn now in storage.

This is the steps from the basement up to the first

The steps you can see are very steep.

Underneath you can

see the master wheel in the background and on the right there, I
think you'll find there's some belts hanging on the post that holds
the mill up, the center of the mill, and then when you go up the
steps, you1re on the burr floor.

You can see a few things up there

but nothing real important.

SLIDE #105:

This is outside in the sawmill shed.

in the lower left hand corner is a
the carriage.

Right down here

----------------------

that run

The little short belt that's shown there on the shaft

right by the belt wheel, that is the one that went down and run the
sawdust carrier.

It was kept up there because in a flood, the

machinery down in the sawdust pit would get wet and the belts would
.. ~

get wet, so it was kept hung up like that to keep the belt dry .
When you got ready to use it, you simply just took it loose and put it
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The pulley there right

behind the belt, that is the belt tightener for the big saw for the
It's a little bit hazy, but you can see the
manifold and radiator of the motor right over top of that belt
tightener pulley and that motor came out of the big shovel.

took it

out of a shovel over at Media and brought it here and overhauled the
motor and we put in the sawmill to run the sawmill.

SLIDE #106:

This is the cob breaker on the third floor.

Of course

it's pretty well cluttered up there with alot of different things.
Right in the center of the picture is a barrel and you will notice that
it has wooden hooks on it and at the top there is a chain through a
hole in the barrel but that chain goes across and goes out the other
side, exactly the same as this side, and in the middle of the chain is
a ring.

Now that's the barrel that you put down in the cellar, fill it

with corn, and then that ring you hook on the hoist and take it up.
Now it takes two men--one to get the barrel of corn from the door
into the hoist and then one man up on the third floor to run the
hoist and take the corn off and dump it in the bin.

We have two of

those barrels and years ago we had about three farmers that used to
put corn in the bins in the fall and then every week we would grind
so much for them.

The two little machines at the bottom of the

barrel, they are portable mowing machine knife grinders.
those by hand.

You turn

There's a big crank on the other side on that big

gear and that Iittle wheel goes up and down at the same time it's
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going around and that grind sharpens the sections on a mowing
machine knife.

On the right, that is the half of the steel pulley that

clamps on a mine shaft and that's all down in the hopper of the cob
breaker.

You can see the corner of the cob breaker there, the

hopper for the cob breaker, and of course that wouldn't be in there
if it was running.
in storage.

SLI DE #107:

You'd have to take that out of there.

It's not being used anymore.

This is just storage.

floor behind the flour burrs.
front.

That's just

I believe this was on the burr

There's some emery wheels here in the

There's some pulley wheels in the back and piled up in the

corner a bushel basket with tin cans in it.
be used again.

These emery wheels can

They're _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ wheels, by the way.

They're used when youlre sharpening a saw.

That is, some saws,

not all of them.

SLIDE #108:

Here we are back to this hollow chisel mortising machine

outside the office.

A good view of the flour chest can be seen right

behind the mortising machine and the throatless jigsaw, which was
homemade.

Well, all three are homemade.

left is a table saw.

The one on the extreme

The mortising machine had its own motor but the

other two run off of one motor.

From the jigsaw there, you can see

the braces that go up to the ceiling with turnbuckles in the braces to
steady it and it was a very nice running machine.
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This is in the basement of the house.

homemade wood lathes that my dad had made.

This is the three

Take notice that the

one on the right, that has a metal polishing head that he used for a
head stalk (?) and of course he made a different spindle to have
movable centers in it.

That's a little quarter horse motor there on

the back of it to drive it and you can't see the one in the back
corner that's kinda behind the other one, but the one on the extreme
left, take particular notice of that.

There's no castings there.

END OF SIDE TWO, SLIDE TAPE TWO

SLIDE TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE
SLIDE #109 (continued)

Now on that one lathe which is no casting,

that's all wood, hard wood.

That's walnut all glued together with

epoxy glue and surprisingly, that lathe was very solid and run real
nice.

In fact, my dad liked that one better than some of those

others.

He had alot of what they call octopus hook-ups there with all

the extension cords into many outlets.

Well, there was just one

outlet in the ceiling and then there's about three or four outlets in
that one outlet.

He believed in hooking everything up simple.

just pull the cord out and that stopped it.
anything.

He'd

No extra switches or

In the background there on the extreme right is a little

electric motor on a stand, on a pedestal.
sharpen scissors or any fine grinding.

That was put up there to
That was a real fine grain

stone that was on that motor for sharpening like butcher knives or
scissors or pocket knives or anything like that.
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This is a picture of a couple tanks that my dad put in.

He wanted to get a fast way to dress stone burrs.

It always took a

week and a half to dress one stand of burrs and that would be three
of us working on it.

My dad would do the furrows in the daytime

and then at night when my brother and I would come home from
?chool, we'd have to work about two to three hours at night doing
the

----------

on the burrs.

Now the

------------

is the part in

between the furrows and that's the part that does the grinding.

The

furrow creates circulation of air through the burrs while the grinding
process is going on and that keeps the feed from heating up.

With

just a little bit of air going through there, it ventilates it, so my dad
had the idea that he would build a small compressor out of a gasoline
engine and put the air into those tanks and then use an air hammer
and a chisel to cut the furrows in the stone burrs.
new.

It isn't anything

There's other people do that but he didn't want to invest alot

of money.

He had these tanks and he put them up there.

Just to

show you how he saved money, those two cross pieces that hold the
tanks up there, they are cross members out of the rear end of Model
T Ford trains.

That's where the rear spring was anchored to hold

the frame together on the Model T Ford and he just put them up
against the tanks to hold the tanks in there.
out of a single cylinder farm engine.

He built a compressor

He belted it up to the

waterwheel, everything was going good and it started up and it
started pumping air just like it was planned to do.
about 50 pounds, the belt would slip.

When it got up to

He couldn't keep the belt tight
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enough and finally he gave it up for a bad deal because he didnlt
have enough stuff to get it going and while he was playing with that,
he was not dressing burrs, so he went to dressing burrs and quit
fooling with this outfit.

SLIDE #111:

This is a six inch joiner that was built over at

Bridgeport.

They had a factory there that made this woodworking

machine--I think itls a Hutchison machine--and my dad bought the six
inch joiner with a 1 hp motor on it and it came on that cast iron
stand.

Later on he built the table saw on the top which was a ten

inch table saw and that was a nice combination machine and was real
handy and he sold it very reasonable when he came home from
Coventryville Manor Home the first time.

When he came home, the

manager or something from up at Coventryville Manor came down and
bought alot of things from my dad.

I think that should have stayed

here, but itls gone now.

SLIDE #112:

This is the third floor in the mill.

cob breaker there.

You can see that

Itls a good view of the cob breaker.

This is a

few bags of rags on the left where when your hands are dirty you go
up there and get a half dozen rags and when they get dirty, you
just throw them away.

Now this picture similar to this was on three

or four pictures back.

Now there you can see half of the pu lIey

there that clamps on a line shaft in the hopper of the cob breaker
and that is an old flour barrel on the right with a box on the top of
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There's nothing special there to

The only thing special there is the cob breaker.

right in place and that's where it was used.

That's bolted

Everything else is in

storage, and in fact, that isn't there now, it's been cleaned out.

This is in the office looking towards the south side.

SLIDE #113:

On the extreme lower right hand corner, you can see the handles on
the lathe where you regulate the tools and the feed and so forth into
the lathe there.

Looking straight ahead you can see the power

hacksaw which was used to cut long pieces of steel and I think that's
an old apron of my dad's hanging up on the wall behind the hacksaw.
On the extreme lower left hand corner, is the cushion of the barber
chair.

That is the back rest that youlre looking at.

If you look

through the windows there, that is some stuff that is on top of the
old flour chest right outside the window.
storage there.

That's just stuff that's in

Sometime it will be used or throwed out, one or the

other.

SLIDE #114:

customer.
here.

This is the tag board.

The tag has the name of each

That will give you an idea of how many customers we had

Originally, all the tags were throwed in the windowsill on the

south side of the mill.

don't know just how old my brother was

when he figured that we ought to have a board with all the tags on
nails and my brother made that board and drove the nails in it and
put the tags on.

The tags were all the same size at the time, but it
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seems like they'd get tore up and get dirty and you can't make out
the name, so then you'd have to make up a new tag, so you'd just
grab a piece of paper and write the customer's name on it and put it
up on the board.

That explains the many different size tags.

But

originally, they were all about the size of those three tags in the
bottom row was about the standard size of the tags.

That's sti II here

with all the tags on it, all the names of the customers on the tags,
and that hung right inside the mill door where it was handy.

When a

farmer brought a load of corn in, you unloaded it and put it on a
pile and put a tag on with his name on it and then when you ground
the feed, you put the tag right back on the pile of ground feed so
when he came, you knew which pile belonged to each farmer.

SLIDE #115:

originally .

This is at the end of the flour chest.

The flour chest

. well, it's just moved around the corner now . . .

and there's the scales that weighed all the corn that the mill ground.
This is just a pile of paint cans here of different kinds of paint on
the left.

On the right there, you can see the back of the hollow

chisel mortiser standing there.
it, but I know what it is.

There's not enough of it to recognize

The scales don't get much used anymore,

but once in awhile, somebody gets on and weighs themselves.
used to be that a

------

It

of weights and measures would come in

once in awhile and check the scales and they were usually all right.
They never had anything done to them.
rough usage.

Of course they didn't get

We didn't drop the corn on them, we just laid it down
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on it and usually, if they don't get alot of vibration, why a pair of
scales will last a long time.

SLIDE #116:

This is a picture of the improvement my dad put in and

he has his initials right under the pulley here on the right side, and
he built that in 1920.

That is the elevator that brings the ground

corn from the basement up to the first floor.
bagged up in the basement.

Originally it was

The elevator brought it up here and, at

first, he didn't have the bagger finished, which is the part here just
a little below the center but towards the left, is the bagger which
would accommodate three bags and that was a year later that he
finished the bagger.

So after the elevator was put in, that was in

1920, and he has the date there and his initials on the elevator, and
then in 1921 he finished the bagger and that saved an awful lot of
time and you didn't have to bag the feed anymore because yo,u could
hang three bags on there and go do something else while it was being
filled up.

You can see on the elevator, the vertical piece on the

right side, on ,the corner of that you can see a little bead on the
corner of the elevator.

That is just merely trim, but it matches some

of the other woodwork in the mill, so it wasn't like a wood butcher
went in and put a board up here and there and didn't worry whether
it was crooked or not, he tried to make his work match the
workmanship that was already in the mill.

That was a handy gadget.

It run all the time that the mill was operating.

In the back you can

see the top of the lever that starts and stops the waterwheel, up
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Apparently the gate is open a little bit,

but it's not in running condition because the belt isn't on down to
the bagger.

The other belt seems to be hanging on the pulley there

but I don't think it's hooked up at that point.

SLIDE #117:

This is over the flour chest.

The flour chest if open

there and this is just miscellaneous stuff that's in storage.

There's

no . . . . well, there's a couple of jars or couple of bottles of
something.

I don't know just what's in there but I don't think it's

good to drink.
T:

I wouldn't try it.

C:

That is just stuff that's in storage.

The lid is open to the flour bolter.

This is on the third floor.

See, the reel is covered with

silk, you can1t see the silk from here, you1re looking through it, but
that is on the third floor and that is the flour bolter and there's all
kinds of things over top and that was a good storage place and this
is on the south side of the flour bolter where the jugs and boxes and
so forth are.

SLIDE #118:

This is the same picture but the door is shut on the

flour bolter.

This is on the third floor.

furniture over top of the bolter.
in storage.

There's some broken

That's all been taken off and put

There was a time between the time this picture was taken

and the mill was sold and during that time my dad was still living and
he sold quite a bit of antique furniture out of there which needed
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repairs and some of that stuff has been sold.

There's one thing I

wanted to call your attention to, this wooden bucket a little bit to the
left of the center of the picture and towards the bottom--it's on a
cardboard box--that is an old bucket that came when the grocery
store used to sell salt mackerel.
for breakfast.

Fried mackerel.

People used to eat salt mackerel fish
Weld fry it in a frying pan.

And

that used to come and that has salt brine and the fish would be in
there real salty and you'd buy that from the storekeeper at so much
a pound, you bring it home and put it in a pan of water at night and
let it soak all night and in the morning you pour the water off and
then you fry it and you'd usually eat that for breakfast.
have fish too often.
mush.

We didn't

We were more or less raised on fried corn meal

But we did have it once in awhile.

SLIDE #119:

of burrs.

This is the picture of the crane behind the middle stand

That crane is divided between the second stand and the

stand to the north side of the mill.

That was two flour burrs and

that's the crane that picked those burrs up and turned them over so
he could dress them.

The box that's behind the crane is where the

cleaned wheat came down in after it came out of the scouring
machine.

The chute can partly be seen right above the crane there.

That's where the grain came out down into the hopper of the burrs.
That's still there, that can be seen, nothing taken out.
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This is the crane that handles the corn grinding burrs.

If you look on back of the crane there, you can see the

-----

That's the tank where the water comes in and goes out over the
waterwheel and part of the waterwheel gate there you can see over
the top, the linkage that handles the gate.

Now this rope is only

hanging on there in a storage proposition.

It's not needed to hold

the crane up or anything.

There you can see the bail on the end of

the screw that goes down to the burrs and then there's an iron pin
goes through the eye of that bale into a hole in the rim of the stone
burr.

That's where you turn the burrs over.

On the floor there

where that green part is, that is something else standing up there,
but behind that is an old oyster shell machine used to grind oyster
shells to give to chickens and put it in the chicken feed sometimes.
Some farmers would want ground oyster shells in the cracked corn for
the chickens and the oyster shells is what the chickens used to make
the eggs shells to hold the eggs.

There's one thing there I wanted

to point out to you . . . see there at the rope, there's about a 3/4"
iron rod that goes up to the top of the crane and that was added
when the new burrs were put in figuring that maybe those wooden
pins in the mortises might shear off and drop the stone burr.

That

3/4" rod was added.

SLI DE #121:

This is the burrs that grind corn and that top part

there is the hopper.

It looks like it has a bushel measure in it.

That goes down onto the, they call that a husk and then here's this
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piece that's on an angle running downhill towards the right here,
that is a wooden spring that keeps tension on the shoe against the

------

and that's where it shakes the corn out of the chute

into the burr and you regulate the feed of the corn into the burr by
elevating the chute up and down.

But that wooden spring that's

shown there, that keeps tension on the _ _ _ _ __
noisiest part of the mill.
mill is running.

That is the

You can hear that outside the mill when the

It doesn't annoy you or anything, it's just a steady

tap, tap, tap, but that is more noisy than the gears under the floor.

END OF SLIDE TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE

END OF SLIDE INTERVIEW
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